Reflections
A Lenten Commentary from the desk of Fr. Tusky, Parochial Vicar 


The Christmas Season is barely behind us. How wonderful it was to celebrate, again, his great love in the Incarnation, God-made-man, Emmanuel, “God with us!” But, Christmas was just the ‘down-payment,’ so to speak. The ‘balance’ of his love will be ‘paid-in-full’ on Good Friday. 


Between these two mind-boggling events, we will walk our annual, Lenten journey. We will do this as a parish family, for we all are a member of his Mystical Body. No one can walk-the-walk for us. We, each of us, will walk the desert, sometimes holding hands with heads held high. At other times, walking alone, with heads not held so high, we will feel solitude, even loneliness. Sin creeps into every life ...the sin of pride, the sin of greed, the sin of laziness, the sin of lust, the sin of selfishness, the sin of self-righteousness. The list goes on. Regardless, sin wedges itself between us and our God. Consequently, it separates us from one another, the family. It can be insidious and gradual. It can be sudden and earth-shattering. Sometimes we can see it coming at us like a freight train and we refuse to move. Other times, it sneaks into our lives like a snake in the grass. Either way, there is a point when we say, “Yes” to self and “No” to God ...what we realize God would want us to do. That’s sin!


I will experience the Lenten journey with you this year. Last year, I walked the journey very much alone. It was on a broken road, much of it without a parish of my own. I look forward to this walk because, this year, you will be with me. Though it will involve a goodly amount of fasting and sacrifice for each of us, it promises to be pensive, to be prayerful, and to be a ‘gradual unfolding’ --as the Assumption Family and the People of 
God we are. Acts of penance & acts of charity will be targets of self-denial & self-donation. 



Christmas ‘came & went’ too quickly. Our Lord’s journey to Jerusalem and Golgotha Hill took Him three years. In the coming weeks of Lent, we will walk in his footsteps. (Ash Wednesday is February 25th.) We will share in his Way of the Cross, the Stations, and, hopefully, in daily mass. If the mass schedule does not fit your work schedule, at least plan to attend evening mass each Wednesday at 6:30 pm. There will be a parish Mission/Retreat the 3rd week of Lent. For our convenience, there will be two Sessions a day, 11 am & 7 pm. I will be writing weekly articles in the bulletin. 

        With above suggestions and personal choices, we will grow ‘closer’ to him, together.
With Fr. Dennis as our pastor and, as a family, we will walk to Golgotha Hill and beyond!
(Editor’s note: 484 words, #12, [title = #72], Times News Roman)

