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Vocations

What is my Vocation?
What is my Purpose in Life?
-Fr. John Gizler

“What should 1 do with my life? *“What is my role in society?” *“What are
God’s plans for my future?" ~We have all pondered questions such as these and many
more when it has come to our existence and our-purpose in life. Sometimes the answer
is quite clear, while other times'it can take many years before we actually realize exactly
what God has in store for us.

Owr reflection this month is about Vecations - not just to the Priesthood, but also
to the religious life, married life and single life. Each and every one of us fit into one of
these categories and is called to reflect upon the true meaning of our vocation in this
life, a life given to us by a grateful and loving God who looks for us to build his King-
dom here on earth.

In order for anyone to discern-his or her life’s vocation, one must first listen in-
tently for the Lord’s call. We all know how difficult it isto listen to a movie or a sym-
phony when someone in front of us is talking or rustling papers, well, the same could be
said for the many distractions in our life that make listening for God a tremendous task.
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To properly hear God speak to us, we must first be properly disposed to hear Him. We
must remove anything that is interrupting our ability to clearly hear His gentle, loving
call. Some spiritual writers have said that the most important act of Christian life is the
personal hearing of God’s call - a call that no one else can hear for me but myself. No
knowledge of God and his ways can replace an attentive and obedient ear. The essence
of being a disciple of the Lord is to be open daily and hourly to the call of God and to let
oneself be touched and guided by it.

Very often, people will ask about the nature of God’s call or the way in which
He chooses to call us to Himself. However, the actual manner in which God’s call is
made known is, in fact, freely determined by God! It can be a gentle invitation or a
compelling challenge. It can extend over years or strike suddenly like a searing flash of
lightening. No matter how God calls us, we must be ready and willing to answer His
request. In the end, every call of God is a proclamation of the eternal election by which
“He chose us in Christ before the Foundation of the world. ™

The ability to freely answer the Lord and to embrace the priesthood, religious
life, married life or single life entails a life of trust, obedience, hope and love. Fulfilling
our life’s vocation is about allowing the Holy Spirit to guide our thoughts and decisions.
It is about using the natural gifts that God Himself has designed for us. Theologian
Hans Urs von Balthasar, when speaking about vocations, once said, “Just as God in-
fused into everyone the calling to love and bestowed on us by his grace both the goal
and the strength to attain it, so he placed each of us in a particular state of life that repre-
sents for the individual the situation and form in which we are to strive to fulfill our call-
ing.”

Hearing the Lord, understanding His message and answering the call is much
easier said than done: but with a prayerful attentiveness and a willingness to trust in His
plan for us, one can begin to fulfill their purpose in life. Following the Lord and accept-
ing His unique vocation that He has in store for us will at times become difficult and
overwhelming, but rest assured that He would neither lead us astray nor give us any-
thing we are not capable of achieving.

In this Easter Season, may one of our spiritual goals be to listen intently for the
Lord’s call through prayerful meditation, and an openness of heart and mind to His
Word as well as His presence in our daily life.
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