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This issue of Reflections is dedicated to our Grandparents
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The origins of Grandparent’s day
Excerpt for an article
By: Neal Cruz - Philippine Daily Inguirer

In 1970, a West Virginia housewife, Marian Lucille Herndon McQuade, initiated a campaign
to set aside a special day just for Grandparents. Through concentrated efforts on the part of civic,
business, church and political leaders, this campaign expanded statewide. Sen. Jennings Randolph
(D-WV) was especially instrumental in the project. The first Grandparents’ Day was proclaimed in
1973 in West Virginia by Governor Arch Moore. Also in 1973, Senator Randolph introduced a
Grandparents' Day resolution in the Senate. The resolution languished in the committee.

Mrs. McQuade and her team turned to the media to garner support. They also began
contacting governors, senators and congressmen in every state. They sent letters to churches,
businesses and numerous national organizations interested in senior citizens. In 1978, five years
after its West Virginia inception, the United States Congress passed legislation proclaiming the first
Sunday after Labor Day as National Grandparents’ Day. The proclamation was signed by President
Carter. September was chosen for the holiday to signify the “autumn years” of life.

Mary McQuade and her husband, Joe, are the parents of 15 children. They have 40

grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren.
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Saint Anne
Mother of Our Lady, Grandmother of Jesus

Saint Anne, of David's house and line, is the mother of Our Lady and the Grandmother of Jesus.
She was the wife of 5t. Joachim and probably well off. Tradition says that Anne was quite elderly when
Mary was born, and that she was their only child.

Of Saint Anne we have no certain knowledge. She is not mentioned in the New Testament, and
we must depend on the apocryphal literature, chiefly from the Protoevangelium of James, which dates
back to the second century. In this document we are told that Anne, wife of Joachim, was advanced in
age and prayed for a child. Once as she prayed near her home in Galilee an angel appeared and said to
her, “Anne, the Lord hath heard thy prayer and thou shalt conceive and bring forth, and thy seed shall

be spoken of in all the world.” Anne replied "As the Lord my God livith, if | beget either male or female, |

. will bring it as a gift to the Lord my God; and it shall minister to Him in holy things all the days of its

life.”

Thus Anne is the mother of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Joachim and Anne are believed to have
given Mary to the service of the Second Temple when she was three years old.

Devotion of Saint Anne was known in the East in the Fifth century, but it was not know in the
West until the thirteenth century. A shrine at Doual, in the north of France, was on of the earliest
centers of devotion. In 1382 her feast day July 26th was extended to the entire Western Church, and she
became very popular, especially in France. Her two most famous shrines are at St. Anne d'Auray in
Brittany and 5t. Anne-de-Baupe in the province of Quebec.

In Western iconology, Anne may be recognized by her depiction in red robes and green mantle,
often holding a book. Images may also be seen of her holding a small Mary who in turn holds an infant
Christ. She is never shown as present at the Nativity of Christ, but is frequently shown with the infant
Christ in various subjects. She is normally shown as present at the Presentation of Jesus at the Temple
and the Circumcision of Christ. There was a tradition that she went (separately) to Egypt and rejoined
the Holy Family after their flight to Egypt. Anne is not seen with the adult Christ, so she was regarded
as having died during the youth of Jesus.

Anne is the patron saint of grandparents, mothers, housewives, homemakers and many others.

Kathy Moran
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School Bells

Qur Assumption school children are back in class and since September is
the month dedicated to grandparents, we thought we would ask the
children what they call their grandparents and what is so special about

them. Some of our students drew wonderful pictures of their families.

Kindergarten - some of their replies: | call my grandparents: “Pappy or Monkey Boy and Nana
Banana,” - Grandma, Grandpa, Pop-Pop, Bubba, Nonny, Pap-Pap and Nana.

First Grade - Had some usual names other than those we have already heard of and they are:

Poppa, Jane Mompaul, Granddad, Nunna Jane, Puppa Don, Grammie, Mumma, Clarion Grandma, Paca
and Yoyito (that’s interesting).

Second Grade had a few unusual names such as: Abba, Ma, Mema, Granny, Gram, Gramps and
Grandpop.

Third and Fourth Grade sent some great art work too and shared thoughts about their

grandparent’s: My grandparents show me where my mom was born. My grandma was a baker in a
bakery. My grandpa has a garden and two trucks... My grandparents are special because they have
good cookles... My grandparents are special because they love me... Sunday we go to their house for
waffles, it is special when we go over... My grandma is nice... My grandparents love me and get me
stuffed animals... My grandparents show us things about the past... My grandparents take care of me

when my parents can’t... My nana is a good cook and my pap-pap is good at archery... My

grandparents are special because they are mine.

Eifth Grade - Omi, which means grandma in German is helping to take care of us while my dad is
overseas. Omi has lots of interesting stories and I'm going to ask her all about her life... When my
Nema was a little girl she move from Ireland to England then to the USA with my dad and his
brothers... My grandpa is a good Christian and goes to church every Sunday. When he was young he
served in Viet Nam... My grandma helps at the Little Sisters of the Poor and works at the Shepard's
Door and around Avalon... My grandparents are always there for me, they are kind loving and

caring...My grandfather worked for the church for 18 years and there is a plaque in the church with

his name on it for all of his hard work, my grandmother is a caring loving person, she is very

Continued on page 4






